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Association Spotlight
Orthotists Asked To Help 
with Academy Craniofacial Survey

The American Academy of Orthotists & Prosthetists
(AAOP) Craniofacial Society met for the first time last
year at the Academy’s 2003 Scientific Symposium in San

Diego, California. The Society was formed to enhance the skills
and knowlege base of orthotists providing treatment programs to
infants diagnosed with plagiocephaly. 

The need to develop a recognized “standard of practice” was
identified as a primary goal and function of the Society, said
Dulcey Lima, CO, co-chair. All individuals and organizations
that presently treat infants with positional plagiocephaly and/or
have successfully applied for and received 510(k) clearance
from the FDA to manufacture a custom cranial remolding ortho-
sis are invited to complete a survey, she added. “The survey is
designed to build a collective body of information about specif-
ic and generalized treatment programs for this unique patient
population,” she explained. “The results of this survey will pro-
mote continued education and enhanced treatment programs,
and will advance the research and development from within the
field of orthotics.”

Persons wishing to participate in this information-gathering
process are invited to contact Patti Larkin, CO, at
Plarkin40@aol.com; fax 713.747.1022.

OPAF Wins Federal Grant

The Orthotic & Prosthetic Assistance Fund Inc. (OPAF) has
received a grant from the Corporation for National and
Community Service to support the Washington DC

Community Initiative for 2004.
OPAF’s receipt of this grant will enable the organization to

continue the OPAF/MLK Community Service Project at The
Hospital for Sick Children, a nonprofit hospital located in north-
east Washington, DC, that ensures access to quality rehabilita-
tive and specialty services for infants, children, and youth with
special needs and their families. 

“This program has seen great success during the past year,
thanks to generous cash donations received from the Morrison
and Foerster Foundation and from the Ramsay Merriam Fund,”
OPAF said.

“For this program, OPAF plans biweekly educational activi-
ties engaging the subjects of peace, diversity, tolerance, and
human rights as they are reflected in the words of Dr. King.
Through the creation of this unique learning environment with-
in the hospital setting, OPAF will help to bring young patients
social interaction and degrees of learning and personal achieve-
ment that they might not otherwise encounter during the course
of rehabilitation,” the statement continued.

This program will involve OPAF staff and interns, as well as
the OPAF volunteer network in Washington, DC. Dates for this
program will be listed shortly on OPAF’s website:
www.opfund.org.

OPAF was one of 100 nonprofit organizations and public
agencies nationwide to be selected in a grant competition that
recognizes community service related to Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr. and the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. national holiday.

For more information about OPAF, visit www.opfund.org
For more information about the Corporation for National and

Community Service, visit www.cns.gov
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NCOPE Accredits OSU-Okmulgee Program

The National Commission
on Orthotic and Prosthetic
Education (NCOPE) offi-

cially accredited Oklahoma
State University-Okmulgee’s
Orthotics & Prosthetics Tech-
nology Program in late
December 2003.

“We are very pleased that
the program has obtained this
accreditation,” said OSU-
Okmulgee Health & Environ-
mental Technologies Division
Chair Jerry Wilson. “We enrolled 14 students in the O&P
Program in the fall of 2001, and we have been fulfilling require-
ments in the accreditation process since then.” The program cur-
rently has 39 students enrolled for the fall 2004 semester and has
increased its facility space by about 4,000 sq. ft. to a total of
about 7,000 sq. ft., he added.

OSU-Okmulgee Orthotics and
Prosthetics Program instructors
Imelda Pena, LO, CPed, and Leo
Beery, BOCP, are elated that the
program has been granted
NCOPE/CAAHEP accreditation.


