Industry Insight
Charles Benford, CPO, Dies
harles Benford, CPO, 40, president of the
Florida Association of Orthotists and
Prosthetists (FAOP), died December 13.
Colleagues mourned his death and praised his efforts
on behalf of the O&P profession. Mr. Benford was a
strong supporter of licensure and advocacy for the profession and spent thousands of dollars out of his own pocket
to support initiatives in these areas.
“Charlie was a very generous and caring person who
had pride in his work,” said colleague Ron Gingras, CPO,
Shriners Hospital for Children, Tampa. “Everyone who
knew him enjoyed his sense of humor and practical joking.”
Mr. Benford was noted for his support of charitable
causes, including being involved with the Bayfront
Medical Center, Bayflight, and Clearwater for Youth. He
received a National Healing Hands Award in 2000, presented by former Surgeon General C. Everett Koop. He
was nominated for the honor by the grateful mother of a
10-year-old orthotic patient. Mr. Benford had spent many
hours making a special baseball glove incorporating a
splint he designed and a wrist brace. “Eric’s glove is the
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first of its kind,” his
mother said, according
to Healing Hands.
“Charlie does it all with
a laugh, a joke, and a big
friendly smile. He never
says ‘never’; at each
obstacle he just keeps
thinking it through in an
effort to let a little boy
catch a baseball.”
Mr. Benford moved from Santa Monica, California,
to Florida in 1971, graduating from Clearwater High
School. He then graduated from East Tennessee State
University and earned a bachelors degree in orthotics
and prosthetics from Florida International University.
Mr. Benford worked for Shriners Hospital in Tampa for
about 10 years. Several years ago he bought the Orthotic
and Prosthetic Center of St. Petersburg Inc. from the
family of the late Jim Studd, CO.
Survivors include his fiancée, Linnette Whitcher, and
two sisters, Anne Benford Slater and Jane A. Benford.
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Are you tired of waiting months for a shoe that does not fit? Branier Orthopedic Custom Molded Shoes is owned
and operated by certified pedorthists. We have been making and fitting our molded shoes for 20 years. Call or visit
us online for our catalog. Let us make you one pair of shoes and you’ll have a new custom footwear provider.
10% Off first pair when you mention this ad.
©imagrafix.com

14 The O&P EDGE • February 2003

www.oandp.com/edge

