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EDUCATION OUTLOOK…continued from page 58

student. They make sure that each student “tours the lab when 
classes are in session and has an opportunity to talk with cur-
rent students, [and] gets advised on all aspects of the field, 
including the local and nationwide job market; what the pay 
scale is; what our degree can and cannot do; what the further 
educational options are; what the financial investment will look 
like; what the obligations are in terms of internship…. We make 
sure they get the big picture…. We want to make sure that the 
students that enroll finish the program.”

Students
The majority of OPT students are in their mid-20s to early 30s, 
with a range in age from late teens to late 50s. Of the skills stu-
dents need for a successful career as a technician, Block says, 
“We can teach them every bit of it. What we need from them is 
the general ability to learn. We have higher success with students 
who have good hand skills to begin with, but those hand skills 
can be a lot of different things. It doesn’t have to mean working 
with tools. It can mean sewing or hand crafts, where you look at 
a two-dimensional pattern and turn it into a 3D object.”

OPT students are required to complete a full-time intern-
ship over a 16-week period. Internship opportunities are 

available throughout the area at private clinics and fabrica-
tion facilities, including the Oklahoma City Veterans Affairs 
Medical Center and the University of Oklahoma Health Sci-
ences Center, Oklahoma City. Students can also arrange for 
internships in their home states, and practices occasionally 
call Block offering to host an intern as well. “There really 
aren’t enough technicians,” she says.

OSUIT, like Baker College of Flint, is a member of the O&P 
TAACCCT consortium. “The focus of the grant is on short-
term training, so tech schools were…natural choices” to deliver 
training of two years or less, Block says. The consortium mem-
bers are beginning to work on new curricula and upgrading 
facilities. As part of their participation, the OSUIT OPT pro-
gram will be using grant funds to purchase CAD/CAM equip-
ment and add a manufacturing lab this year. O&P EDGE

Editor’s note: Articles in this series do not constitute an endorsement or recommendation of 
any program. Programs will be covered in an order determined by the editor, and all NCOPE-
accredited O&P master’s degree and technician programs will be given the opportunity to 
be featured.

To read about previously featured programs, visit the archives at www.oandp.com/edge
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