Association Spotlight

ABC, BOC End Uniﬁcation Talks

Due to “irreconcilable diﬀerences,” uniﬁcation negotiations between the American Board for Certiﬁcation
in Orthotics and Prosthetics (ABC) and the Board for Orthotist/Prosthetist Certiﬁcation (BOC) have ended.
However, both organizations hold out hope that negotiations could resume in the future.

“T

hroughout the past 18 months, the ABC and BOC have
worked together to build a uniﬁed future for orthotic and
prosthetic certiﬁcation,” said ABC President William W.
DeToro, CO, FAAOP, in a statement July 26. “Due to existing
irreconcilable differences, it is now evident that despite our collective efforts to become a single organization, uniﬁcation will
not take place at this time.”
“There is a difference in culture between the two groups that
is difﬁcult to bridge, although both agencies showed commitment
to pursue uniﬁcation,” noted a statement from the BOC July
27. “There is always hope for future negotiations,” said BOC
CEO Donald O. Fedder, DrPH, in an interview with The O&P
EDGE.
ABC made the decision to discontinue negotiations. “We were
stalled and had to move on to take care of other pending matters,”
DeToro told The O&P EDGE.

aspects of O&P. “We agreed across the board that there are different levels in O&P, and that people should have to prove their
competency at these different levels,” DeToro said.
The number of persons working in various aspects of O&P
with no credentials or licensure was a matter of concern to both
groups. “We are concerned about the number of people who
are non-credentialed in the 40 states without licensure, such as
ﬁtters in the home medical equipment companies, pharmacies,
physicians’ ofﬁces, surgical technicians, etc.,” Fedder said. He
also expressed worry about non-credentialed persons in O&P
facilities that are de facto providing some patient care.
Both organizations favor one standard examination process
for each level, although there are currently differences as to what
educational and other requirements should be necessary to sit for
the examination.

Areas of Agreement

Although ABC does have other pathways for exam eligibility, the
organization stresses the need for a bachelors degree to become
an orthotic and/or prosthetic practitioner.
“I’m certainly not against education,” Fedder said, “but I
do know something about manpower.” He said that the number
of persons required in O&P to meet the growing need of the
American public for O&P services is considerably more than the
number of new ABC-certiﬁed orthotists and prosthetists coming
through the “gold standard” pathway of having a bachelors degree,
O&P education through a program accredited by the National
Commission on Orthotic and Prosthetic Education (NCOPE)
in cooperation with the Commission on Accreditation of Allied
Health Education Programs (CAAHEP), and a residency at an
NCOPE-approved O&P facility. Fedder said there is a strong
need for all persons involved in O&P patient care in some way
to be required to pass a validated exam for competency. He noted
that the ABC and BOC practitioner credentials are considered
equivalent in federal legislation and by the Centers for Medicaid
& Medicare Services (CMS).
However, some states with licensure believe that more stringent
requirements are needed, DeToro said, citing his home state of
Ohio, which requires a bachelors degree, certain credentials, and
passing an exam similar to ABC’s.
In another area of disagreement, BOC also did not want to
be simply absorbed by ABC, Fedder said, but rather looked to a
merger resulting in a new organization.
There was disagreement on certain other aspects; however,
both ABC and BOC have signed a nondisclosure agreement.
A substantial number of practitioners are maintaining their
certiﬁcation requirements in both entities.—Miki Fairley
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However, the two organizations agreed on several issues, such as
the need for different levels of training and skill sets for various
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Points of Disagreement
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