2016 ELECTION SYNOPSIS AND IMPACT ON O&P

mittee, Chairman
Joe Pitts (R-PA 16)
and Rep. Lois Capps
(D-CA 24) are retiring, Rep. Ed Whitfield
(R-KY 1) resigned
his seat in September, and Rep. Renee
Ellmers (R-NC 2) lost
her primary and will
not be returning to
Congress. The Ellmers
loss is particularly
scarring for the O&P
profession. She was
a very important
supporter of the
O&P community and
sponsored several
bills aimed directly at
improving O&P care.
Ellmers deserves great
credit for her work on
behalf of the field.
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On the House Committee on Ways and
Means, Reps. Todd
Young (R-IN 9) and
Charles Boustany
(R-LA 3) ran for
Senate. Rep. Charles
Rangel (D-NY 13)
is retiring from
Congress, as is Rep.
Jim McDermott
(D-WA 7).

issues include the need
to address funding for
Medicaid in Puerto Rico
and other U.S. territories,
the passage of a chronic
care legislative package,
and the final passage and
agreement on a healthcare innovation package similar to the 21st
Century Cures initiative,
which reforms the U.S.
Food and Drug Administration’s drug approval
processes and invests in
research as the National
Institutes of Health.
Uncertainty remains
as to whether the new
administration and
Congress will endorse
and expand private sector
concepts such as competitive bidding to other

IV. Preview of the 2017
Congressional Agenda
In addition to the high
priority Trump has
placed on reforming the
healthcare system, several
significant healthcare
legislative issues may
need to be addressed
by the 115th Congress,
and likely in 2017. Those
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Medicare devices and
services, such as O&P. Further, if the State Children’s
Health Insurance Program
(CHIP) is not reauthorized
beyond October 2017, it
is unclear what effect this
will have on children in
need of O&P care under
this program. Whatever
occurs in the next Congress and administration,
the latest developments
surrounding these issues
will be reported as they
break. O&P EDGE
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