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The devel-
opment and 

clinical imple-
mentation of this science is not 

going to be a solo act, but rather 
a concentrated effort where work 
and reward are shared by many 
dedicated and gifted individuals 
and institutions. I encourage 
all people involved in physical 
restoration and rehabilitation 
to become more interested 
and aware of, and to partici-
pate as much as possible in, 
this area of rehabilitation  
science. This is within the  
professional scope of clinical 
O&P, and this concept should 

be more closely associated 
with and integrated 
into the O&P profes-

sion. There is much to be 
gained by differentiating between the inherent physiological 
and biomechanical efficacy of the O&P device (applied  

technology) and the user’s ability and willingness to benefit 
from this technology (training). 

Clinical O&P is an emerging rehabilitation technological 
specialty, and as such, our profession has the opportunity and 
ethical responsibility to successfully and effectively incorporate  
these neuropsychological technologies into our daily clinical 
practices, especially when these technologies are generated 
from within our own profession. O&P EDGE
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“[T]he primary biological 
purpose of a biomechanical 
device is to facilitate a sense  
of wholeness and normality….”
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