Ten years of applying technology for greater independence...
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JANUARY 1990

Tamarack Habilitation
Technologies is incorporated
with Marty Carlson as
President and Board
Chairman, Peggy Carlson
as Board Secretary, and Bill
Carlson as Vice President.
Bill Carlson, Jerome Carlson
and Oscar Carlson provided
financial guidance,
guarantees and loans
absolutely essential for
Tamarack’s startup.

Since the beginning,
Tamarack has continually
innovated with new
designs, materials and
techniques that capture
the attention of
O&P professionals.

Tamarack’s services
continually promoted
independence through
specially designed
features that
often made it
possible for
children to
put on or take
off their orthosis
or prosthesis.

JANUARY 1996

MARCH 1997 – Article

JULY 1998 - Article

Tamarack’s second
expansion
(6,654 sq. ft. total)

Market introduction of
the Tamarack Motion-Assist
Joint.

TEAM REHAB REPORT
“Randy moves on”

O&P ALMANAC
“My child needs an
orthosis – One parent’s
perspective”

MARCH 1995

Tamarack’s staff has
authored more than a dozen
papers in U.S. and European scientific
and professional publications.
Numerous presentations have
been given at conferences
throughout the world,
as well as hands-on
courses in Europe
and Latin America.

OCTOBER 1990

Tamarack Habilitation
Technologies opens its doors
with 4,737 sq. ft. of space
at Energy Park Business
Center, St. Paul, MN.

JANUARY 1995

Tamarack enters into
to a strategic alliance
with Becker Orthopedic to
distribute the Tamarack
Flexure Joint TM.

BECKER ORTHOPEDIC
A Tradition of Excellence A Commitment to Innovation

Becker is a leading U.S. manufacturer
and distributor of orthotic componentry.

Sherry Rovig (far right),
teaching at a week-long
course in El Salvador.
Dr.Valderrama translates.

Tamarack’s Jeri Kay Mochinski (left) and Kathy Huset (right) provided on-site
daycare for the children (Jenna,Tessa, Cole and Rye) of Tamarack staff.
Tamarack operated the daycare for three years.

APRIL 1995

Market introduction
of the Tamarack
Flexure Joint TM.

J. Martin
Carlson,
Founder
(below) Marty Carlson
instructing in Europe.

Aeronautical
Engineer &
Certified
Prosthetist/
Orthotist

The company begins with
a staff of six people serving
the needs of physically
impaired and injured
people. Concentration is on
thoughtful analysis, design
and fabrication of custom-fit
orthotic & prosthetic devices
that maximize independence
and mobility.

Tamarack’s first expansion
(6,000 sq. ft. total)

Using Tamarack’s custom
running footwear,
Michael
Seaman
sets a new
Minnesota
10K record
(31:56 ) for
40-50 year
olds in the Get-InGear
Marathon Race.

AUGUST 1994 - Article
OCTOBER 1995

A new, upright
outlook
Specialty tailored
device lets man
with no lower body
sit up in comfort.

Employees responsible for
Tamarack’s successful
startup:

Tamarack begins the
development and testing
of footwear for distance
runners, which wastes
less energy per stride
and reduces foot-ankle
joint stress.

Katherine Voss, C.O.
Orthotist

Mark Payette, C.O.
Orthotist & Custom
Seating Specialist

Topic: Unique Tamarack
prosthetic device

Tamarack’s third
expansion
(7,200 sq. ft. total)

DECEMBER 1995

Tamarack is instrumental
in legal proceedings that
compel the Minnesota
Department of Human
Services to pay for
specialized orthopedic
devices and rehabilitation
services for children and
adults with severe
physical impairments.

AUGUST 1996 – Article

Adelle North
Office Manager

T A M A R A C K ’ S
Tamarack employees assembled in the summer of 1993 in front of
the company’s location at Energy Park Business Center in St. Paul, MN.

L E G A L

A D V O C A C Y

TAMARACK & MDLC VS. THE MINNESOTA
DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES
On several occasions the Minnesota Department of Human Services (DHS) tried to refuse payment for

David Harris, C.P.

orthopedic sitting support devices needed by children with severe physical impairments. Attorney Luther

Prosthetist

Granquist and others at the Minnesota Disability Law Center and Tamarack personnel teamed up to bring

Dianne Goodwin,
Rehabilitation
Engineer

Tamarack’s principals will always be proud of, and grateful
to, the entire staff. Clients often commented that they felt listened to
and respected at Tamarack. While Tamarack’s staff provided
uniquely excellent care and devices to several thousand people,
they also were very good at supporting each other.

SPRING 1997

Tamarack introduces the
MicroShellTM pediatric
orthopedic seating system.

legal appeals and force DHS to follow its own rules. After such attempt in 1995,
Mr. Granquist of the MDLC brought suit, on behalf of a Tamarack client, against the Minnesota DHS in
Federal Court. The state retaliated by threatening to revoke Tamarack’s provider status within
10 days. Tamarack stood firm. Assistant Attorney General, Steven J. Lokensgard, came to Tamarack
to inform himself and take five hours of testimony over a 2-day period. Within two days, he had
directed the Minnesota Department of Human Services to settle the case in a way that
allowed impaired children and adults continued access to the specialized custom orthopedic/
rehabilitation equipment that Tamarack had been providing. The settlement also covered similar patients
accessing similar equipment at Gillette Children’s Hospital.

Fairview University
Health Services
acquires the Client
Services portion of
Tamarack business.
MARCH 2000

The Tamarack ShearBanTM
product line is expanded
to include over 30 pre-cut
shapes for common
orthotic,prosthetic, and
foot care applications.

Topic: A mother describes the
service and follow-up she
and her child experienced
at Tamarack as a model for
other facilities.

U.S. patent granted for
Composite Flexure Joint
for Orthoses

JUNE-NOVEMBER 1999

JUNE 2000

U.S. patent applications
made for:

Tamarack moves to
Blaine, MN. The company
continues to develop
and manufacture
products in a new
4,782 sq. ft. facility.
Additional staffing for
the engineering and
development of new
products begins.

• Self-Adhering Friction Reducing
Liner and Method of Use
SEPTEMBER 1997 - Article

• Wax Filled Pads

NEW MOBILITY
“Custom Orthotic Seating –
A hot technology gets a
cold shoulder from Medicare”

• Quick Tool Change for Punch

(a safe shoe insole system for
people with advanced diabetes)
(a unique design which allows for
hole punch & die changeovers
in less than 10 seconds)

Topic: Tamarack Custom
Orthotic Seating

OCTOBER 1998

AUGUST 1999

Market introduction of
Tamarack ShearBanTM
(available in sheets only).

U.S. patent granted for
Insole Construction for Shoes

Paralyzed from the waist
down from a car accident
at age 10, woman has
always had plenty of
frustration with Medicare.
Topic: Tamarack Seating Systems
for people with spinal cord injury

U.S. patent granted for
Article of Footwear for
More Efficient Running

JANUARY 2000

OCTOBER 1998

Amputee finds
Medicare to
be quite an
obstacle.

DECEMBER 1996

Theradyne Healthcare
purchases the MicroShellTM
inventory and tooling from
Tamarack along with an
exclusive license
to manufacture
and distribute
that product line.

Topic: Tamarack’s Custom Sitting
Support Orthosis and Adaptive
Equipment Designed by Sherry
Rovig

APRIL 1996

Joe Bieganek (left) instructing
at a five-day course in Chile.

JULY 1992

MARCH 1996

SPRING 2000

DECEMBER 1997

U.S. patent granted for
Tamarack’s adjustable,
modularized shell-type
pediatric sitting support
orthosis

Tamarack’s
current staff
(left to right):
Donna Schofield,
Janice Blake,
Kris Huver,
Bonita Steppa,
Virgil Hed,
Peggy Carlson,
Marty Carlson,
Robert Hanson,
Sara Carlson,
Adam Erickson
Not pictured:
Bobby Costilla,
Bob Knutson,
Vicky Oltmanns

OCTOBER 2000

Market introduction
of the Tamarack Free-Arm
Deep-Throat Punch Press.

